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Kullu language 


Kullu (Kullu, also known as Kului and Kulvi, Takri: is 

a Western Pahari language spoken in Himachal Pradesh . 
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Phonology 


Consonants 


Kullui 



Kulluvi written in Takri Script 

Native to 

India 

Region 

Himachal 

Pradesh 

Native speakers 

196,295 (2011)W 
Census results 
conflate some 
speakers with 
Hindi. 

Language 

family 

Indo-European 

- Indo-lranian 

■ Indo-Aryan 

■ North- 
Western 

■ Western 
Pahari 

■ Kullui 

Writing system 

Takri 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

kfx 

Glottolog 

kulll236 (htt 


p://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/lan 
guoicl/id/kulll2 
36) Pi 


















Bilabial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Retroflex 

Palatal 

Velar 

Pharyngeal 

Glottal 

Plosive 

i 

P b 

ph bf' 

t d 

th 1 dfi 


t 4 

th 


k g 

gh 
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Affricate 



ts dz 

ts*' dz^' 


cp 1 n 

cgh jjh 




Fricative 



s 


£ 


h 

h 

Nasal 

m 

n 


0 

P 

0 



Trill/Flap 



r 

r 





Lateral 



1 

1 





Approximant 





j 





For the stops and affricates there is a four-way distinction in phonation between tenuis /p/, voiced Pol, 
aspirated /p'^/ and breathy voiced /b'^/ series. Thakur (1975, pp. 175-8) lists as separate phonemes aspirated 
correlates of /q/, /n/, /m/, /jV, /r/, l\l, III and /]_/, but describes the aspiration as a voiceless pharyngeal 
friction, /n/ is dental, but becomes alveolar if the next syllable contains a retroflex consonant , /q/ and /ji/ are 
rare, but contrast with the other nasals word-medially between vowels. Iv\l, /]_/ and l\l, together with their 
aspirated correlates, don't occur in the beginning of words.The glottal stop occurs only between a vowel 
and lv\l, Ini, /r/ or /!/, e.g. [ka: ?]_] "a trumpet", which contrasts with [ka: ]_] "famine". The pharyngeal 
fricative /h/ historically derives from /s/ and occurs word-finally, e.g. [g a: h] "grass", [bi: h] "twenty". 

Script 


The native script of the language is a variety of Takri script. 




Status 


Specimen in Kulluvi language 


The language is commonly called Pahari or Himachali . Some 
speaker may even call it a dialect of Punjabi or Dogri. The language 
has no official status. According to the United Nations Education, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) , the language is of 
definitely endangered category, i.e. many Kulluvi children are not 
learning Kulluvi as their mother tongue any longer. 

The demand for the inclusion of 'Pahari (Himachali)' under the Eight 
Schedule of the Constitution, which is supposed to represent 
multiple Pahari languages of Himachal Pradesh, had been made in 
the year 2010 by the state's Vidhan Sabha.'^^^ There has been no 
positive progress on this matter since then even when small 
organisations are taking upto themselves to save the language and 
demanding it.'^^^ Due to political interest, the language is currently 
recorded as a dialect of Hindi, even when having a poor mutual 
intelligibility with it. 


Notes 





1. "Statement 1: Abstract of speakers' strength of languages and mother tongues - 2011" (http:// 
www.censusindia.gov.in/2011Census/Language_MTs.html). www.censusinclia.gov.in. Office of 
the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India. Retrieved 2018-07-07. 

2. Hammarstrdm, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Kullu Pahari" (http://g 
lottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/kulll236) . Glottolog 3.0 . Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History. 

3. Thakur 1975, p. 180. An exception is the word [ijoba: rta:] "to throw". 

4. Thakur 1975 , p. 181. 

5. "Endangered languages" (https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2011/apr/15/language- 
extinct-endangered). 

6. " Pahari Inclusion " (https://ze enews.india.com/news/himachal-pradesh/hp-for-inclusion-of-pahar 
i-language-in-eighth-schedule_615857.html) . Zee News. 

7. "Pahari Inclusion" (https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/demand-for-pahari-as-language-in-8th 
-schedule-of-constitution-1479046804.html). The Statesman. 

8. "India n Language Census" (https://censusindia.gov.in/2011Census/Language-2011/Statement- 
l.pdf) (PDF). 

Bibliography 


■ Thakur, Mauluram (1975), Pahap bhasa, Delhi: Sanmarg Prakashan 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kullu_language&oldid=969265863" 


This page was last edited on 24 July 2020, at 11:15 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Te rms of Us e and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. 





